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on't wait for a progress report, or the first
report card comes out, to get help for your
child in a subject he struggles with. Take
action immediately by talking to your child
abouit the course in which she is expericne-
ing trouble and setting up a time to talk
with your child's reacher. The solution you
both agree on might be a tutor.,

Carma Shoemaker, mother of two and
a tutor for nine years, followed this pactern
of getting help for her child.

“My son's teacher recommended thar
he get a lictle extra help’ with his marth, as
he was just not grasping the subject well,”
Shoemaker explained. "His grades were
bordering on acceprable, and we guessed
thar he would fail due o his low math
grade.”

The teacher offered the family the
names and phone numbers of a few tutors
parents had used in the past, as well as par-
ents phone numbers for references. After
contacting a few parents, the Shoemakers
were able to choose a tutor for their son.

“We wanted someone who not only
knew the subject well but who could also
relate 1o 2 younger child so that he could
help him understand the subject in a way
thar was best suited for him,” Shoemaker
said. “We didn’t want a tutor thar would
just repeat all the things that the teacher did
or said, as apparently thar was not working

| for our son.”

The tutor the Shoemakers hired was
a student-teacher in his last year of college
who was offering his time so he could both
help kids and improve his teaching skills,
Shoemaker said. At the end of the tutor-
ing period, the tutor said he had learned as
much abour himself and how to be a bet-
ter teacher as the children he turored had
learned abour cheir subjects.

FINDING A TUTOR FOR YOUR CHILD
Choosinga tutor for your child is something
that should take time and careful consid-
eration. Ask around for recommendations.
Ask the reacher and school counselar, and
also ask friends whose children are turored,

One parent, Dari Toots, recommends
that you know your child well before search-
ing for the right turor. Before searching for
a tutor for her son, Toots sensed withourt the
school’s advice that her son needed remedial
help. Two important questions she recom-
mends vou answer about your child before
hiring a tutor are: (1) Does your child
respond more quickly o authority figures
or to someone his or her own age? and (2}







