Take ajourney back i time—~A1 about Naichez

By Apryl Chapman Thomas

Queen riverboat. The riverboats still cruising the
Mississippi now carry tourists instead of transporting
cotton and other goods, as they did in the past.

The tourists want to explore sites of the antebellum
South. It’s just another day in Natchez, Miss., as Michelle
Leising, owner of The Twiggery, paints out.

Natchez is located in southwestern Mississippi, near
the Louisiana border, and on the east bank of the
Mississippi River. The area is commonly referred to as
“Miss-Lou.” Only a bridge over the river separates
MNatchez from Vidalia, La.

Matchez, grand dame city of Old South charm, holds
the distinction of oldest settlement along the river. It edges
out New Orleans, two years younger. Natchez served as the
capital of the Mississippi Territory, as well as the capital of
the state, until the mid-1800s, Then Jackson became the
capital.

Named for the area’s original inhabitants—the Natchez
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Indians—settled by the French, then the Bridsh, followed
by the Spanish and Americans, Natchez’s heyday came
prior to the Civil War. Cotton was king then and Natchez
was home to about 500 millionaires, second only to New
York City. Although Union troops didn’t capture Natchez
and left the town intact, plantations were ruined by the
Civil War. The ultimate blow to the local economy came
with the arrival of the boll weevil, an insect that destroyed
cotton crops before they could be picked.

Today visitors come to see remnants of the antebellum
era. More than 500 period structures stll stand, many of
them listed as National Historic Landmarks. In 2003, the
National Historic Trust for Preservation named Natchez as
one of America’s Dozen Distinctive Destinations.

“A drive through downtown Natchez is a like a visit to
history. Time almost seems to stand s4ll,” said Leising.

She remembered taking a tour of the historic home,
Longwood. “We were grouped with a tour bus of passen-
gers from England and Ireland. It was delightful to think
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